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            Figures Obtained by the NSPCC reveal sixty child sex offences a day 

The NSPCC is calling for action to drastically reduce the number of sexual assaults on children after new figures revealed there were more than 400 offences reported to police every week last year (2010-11) with fewer than one in ten resulting in a conviction.

Of the 23,097 victims more than a fifth – 4,973 – hadn’t reached secondary school age and almost 1500 were five or under. However the majority of offences, 14,819, were reported against 11-17-year-olds.

The figures, obtained by the NSPCC from all 43 police forces in England and Wales, cover various sex crimes, including rape, incest and abuse of children through prostitution and pornography. They reveal more than one in three of all sex crimes* are committed against children and at 19,790, the number of girl victims was six times higher than boys - 3218. In 89 cases the gender was not recorded.

The statistics also reveal that 426 of the under-18s had previously been victims of sex offences but only one-third of the forces were able to supply this information.

For the last four years the NSPCC has collated these figures through a Freedom of Information request and during this period there has been no significant decrease in reported offences. Despite the number of convictions rising by around one-quarter from 1,747 in 2007 to 2,135 in 2010 fewer than 10% of offences result in someone being sentenced.

The NSPCC, which has 41 sexual abuse programmes across the UK, is now calling for:     

· Schools and parents to educate children about staying safe and reporting abuse.

· The Westminster government to support the provision of therapeutic services for all child victims of sexual offences and treatment programmes for offenders.

· The public to be aware of abuse and how to prevent it.

Jon Brown, Head of the NSPCC’s Sexual Abuse programme, said: “A concentrated effort has to be made if we are to start reducing this distressing level of offences, many of which are committed on extremely young and helpless children.

“When you have a situation where more than 60 children are being sexually abused every day something is very wrong. The Government has to start treating the situation as seriously as they would if faced with an outbreak of chronic disease.

“We also need a clearer picture of what is happening between an offence being reported and someone appearing in court. The police are doing their best to bring prosecutions but we need to understand why there is such a huge disparity between the two figures. The fact there are repeat offences against some of the children also shows not all are just one-off incidents.

“The NSPCC is doing what it can by using information like this from the police to tailor our treatment services- different approaches are needed depending on the age of the child. We are also pioneering new programmes, including our Schools Service which aims to work with 1.8m seven-to eleven-year-olds over the next four years. 

“But we can’t tackle this problem by ourselves. It requires a major effort from government and the public to give children the protection they need and to provide more therapeutic programmes so the young victims of abuse can start to rebuild their lives.” 

If adults have concerns about a child they should immediately contact social services, police or call the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000 where trained counsellors are on call 24 hours a day.

Children should contact ChildLine on 0800 1111. Last year its volunteers carried out more than 16,000 counselling sessions for sexual abuse.

Ends

Age range breakdown: 

Five and under: 1,472

Ten and under: 4,973

11-17: 14,819

13-15: 8,749

*Home Office British Crime Survey statistical bulletin shows ALL sex offences recorded by police in England and Wales in 2010-11 totalled 54,982. The NSPCC Freedom of Information request gives a clearer picture of how many of these were children.

It is estimated that more than 50,000 children miss out on therapy to recover from sexual abuse because of the lack of services.

NSPCC Sexual abuse programmes:

‘Letting the Future in’ is a guide being used by practitioners who work with children from four upwards who have been sexually abused. The aim is to help 900 children over two years.

‘The Treatment of Young People with Harmful Sexual Behaviour: a Manual Based Approach’ ‘’ is a structured treatment programme for boys aged over 12 who behave in a way that is sexually harmful. It runs for 30 weeks and we plan to work with 450 children.

‘Assessing the Risk: Protecting the Child.’ This guide helps professionals asses the risk posed by abusers who have not been charged or convicted of any offence.

The National Clinical Assessment and Treatment Service (NCATS) works with  five to 21-year-olds who are behaving in a potentially dangerous sexual way. This service is jointly managed by the NSPCC and the Whittington Hospital NHS Trust.

  

The Offence Prevention Line: This is a dedicated phone line for convicted sex offenders to call if they need to speak to their probation officer but can’t find them or believe they are in a situation which might lead them to re-offend. It’s being piloted with probation services in Staffordshire, West Mercia, Warwickshire, Derbyshire and the West Midlands. If the NSPCC counsellors believe a child is in danger following a call they will immediately contact police and social services.
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